http://www.capitolreportnewmexico.com/ 
http://newmexico.watchdog.org/
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/
New Mexico is a complicated, diverse and highly-energized state.  During the current legislative session many bills have been submitted, passed and sent to the governor for signature.  What I would like us to work on is discovering some of these controversial bills and how they have been editorialized in various publications.  Some of these publications have a particular political slant or bias. I have provided two such on-line publications.  You are asked to read four articles and summarize them.  The summaries need to be in a particular format.  Here is how to produce the summaries:
1.Read the article to be summarized and be sure you understand it.
2. Note the major points of the article.  Find the essential idea about the article. 
3.Write a first draft of the summary without looking at the article.  Open a separate document [Word] and begin writing about what the author is attempting to communicate. 
4. Always paraphrase when writing a summary. If you do copy a phrase from the original, be sure it is a very important phrase that is necessary and cannot be paraphrased. In this case put "quotation marks" around the phrase.
5.Each summary should be at least ½ page long.
The features of a summary:
1.Start your summary with a clear identification of the type of work, title, author, and main point in the present tense.  [In a recent article concerning marijuana legislation in the state of New Mexico, opinions are being expressed that divide the population. In the feature article "Four Kinds of Dope," the author, Donald Hall, explains his opinion about different types of marijuana legislation.”]
2.Check with the major points and be sure you have covered them.
3.Never put any of your own ideas, opinions, or interpretations into the summary. This means you have to be very careful of your word choice.
4. Write using "summarizing language." Periodically remind your reader that this is a summary by using phrases such as the article claims, the author suggests, etc.
4.Write a complete bibliographic citation at the end of your summary. A complete bibliographic citation includes as a minimum, the title of the work, the author, the source. Use MLA format.  Here is a sample: 
An Article in a Web Magazine [from OWL Purdue U.]
Provide the author name, article name in quotation marks, title of the Web magazine in italics, publisher name, publication date, medium of publication, and the date of access. Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if no publishing date is given.
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