Rhetorical Speech Rubric 
25 points   
Speech will be due Friday, September 14. 

	
	Emerging
(3 points)
	Developing
(4 points)
	Advanced
(5 points)
	Score/Comments

	1. Organization
(5 points max)
	Ideas may not be focused or developed; the main purpose is not clear. 
	Main idea is evident, but the organizational structure many need to be strengthened
	Ideas are clearly organized, developed, and supported to achieve a purpose; the purpose is clear. 
	

	2. Topic Knowledge
(5 points max)
	Student does not have grasp of information
	Student has a partial  grasp of the  information..
	Student has a clear grasp of information..
	

	3. Audience Adaptation
(5 points max )
	The presenter is not able to keep the audience engaged. 
	The presenter is able to keep the audience engaged most of the time. 
	The presenter is able to effectively keep the audience engaged. 
	

	4. Language Use
(Verbal Effectiveness)
(5  points max)
	Language choices may be limited, peppered with slang or jargon, too complex, or too dull
	Language used is mostly respectful or inoffensive
	Language is familiar to the audience, appropriate 
	

	5.  Uses more than 6 rhetorical devices from the list to persuade the audience.  Cannot repeat rhetorical devices – must be separate.  (5 points max)

	Rhetorical devices are unclear.
	Rhetorical devices are present.  
	Rhetorical devices are complex and interesting and model good examples of rhetorical speech. 
	





JFK’s inaugural speech was full of amazing diction and syntax as well as using a variety of rhetorical devices which helped create the tone of the speech. The speech has many rhetorical devices such as metaphor [beachhead of cooperation] and personification [the trumpet summons] and archaic diction [beliefs for which our forebears fought] and anaphora [not as a call to bear arms…not as a call to battle].   Your assignment is to use your vocabulary list of rhetorical devices to create a speech of your own using these devices

The speech can be relatively short [2-3 paragraphs], however, I will be looking for your use of these tropes, diction and syntax. The speech must have a logic, pathos and ethos and consider what the message, audience and communicator have in common.  Think of your Rhetorical Triangle. 
