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Vologin’s Poems on the Revolution and Civil War

Dugield White, Wesleyan Undversity

Maksimilian Aleksandrovic Volosin (1877-1932) produced a personal ac-
count of the revolution and civil war in the poetry he wrote between 1917
and 1922 while living near Feodosija on the Crimean cosst.! In certain re-
spects this poetry is typical of other literature written in Russia during the
early postrevolutionary era. For example, Voloin views the revolution as
the product of elemental, irrational forces which have caused political insta-
bility and revolution throughout Russian history; in this respect he shares
‘views found in the poetry and prose of Blok, Pil'njak, Zamjstin, Ivanov, and
Babel". His poetry also expresses the Orthodox vision found in the poetry of
Belyj, Blok, and Esenin. As in Belyj's “Christ has Risen,” Volosin views
the revolution as Russia’s Golgotha, and like Blok and Esenin he sees its
inspiration to & great extent in  Christian socialist dream of utopia.*

Voloin’s poetic account of the revolution is also distinctive* and thus
deserving of reconsideration. First, it is distinguished by the encyclopedic
historical knowledge brought, to bear on the Russian revolution; Volosin
invokes phenomena as disparate as Russia’s Time of Troubles, the French
revolution, and the sacking of Rome. Second, more than any of his literary
contemporaries (and perhaps more than any other modern Russian poct),
Vologin is faithiul to the recorded facts of the history he presents as meta-
phor for understanding the present. His historical allusions are replete with
quotations, dates, archaic (and archacologically accurate) political terms,
old place names, and factual details about persons and events with legen-
dary or mythic stature in Russian culture’s interpretation of its past. Such
details do not displace the legends; rather, they make it clear that Volosin
s interpreting history with history, not with fairy tales. And they indicate
the past is more than metaphor for the present: the past lives in the
present. Third, Vologin's poems considered s one roughly chronological
cyele are broad as well in their imaginative identification with various
political points of view during the period 1917-20. Finally, read chronol
cally the poems are a continuous, coherent, lyrical narrative of Volosin's
experience of the revolution.

This Iyrical narrative relates the history of the revolution as it evolved
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