“The proof of a poet is that his country absorbs him as affectionately as he has absorbed it”  Walt Whitman
 (
Tupac
 
Amaru
 
Shakur
, also known by his stage names 2Pac and briefly as 
Makaveli
, was an American rapper and actor. 
Shakur
 has sold over 75 million records worldwide, making him one of the best-selling music artists of all time.
 
Wikipedia
  Born: June, 17, 1971.  Died: Las Vegas, NV 1996
)And 2Morrow
 (
Liberty Needs Glasses
excuse me but lady liberty needs glasses 
and so does 
mrs
 justice by her side 
both the broads r blind as bats 
stumbling thru the system 
justice 
bumbed
 into 
mutulu
 and 
trippin
 on 
geronimo
 
pratt
 
but stepped right over 
oliver
 
and his crooked 
partner
 
ronnie
 
justice stubbed her big toe on 
mandela
 
and liberty was misquoted by the 
indians
 
slavery was a learning phase 
forgotten without a verdict 
while justice is on a rampage 
4 endangered surviving black males 
i
 mean really if anyone really valued life 
and cared about the masses 
theyd
 take 
em
 both 2 pen optical 
and get 2 pair of glasses
)Today is filled with anger 
fueled with hidden hate 
scared of being outcast 
afraid of common fate 

Today is built on tragedies 
which no one wants 2 face 
nightmares 2 humanities 
and morally disgraced 


Tonight is filled with rage 
violence in the air 
children bred with ruthlessness 
because no one at home cares 


Tonight I lay my head down 
but the pressure never stops 
gnawing at my sanity 
content when I am dropped 


But 2morrow I c change 
a chance 2 build a new 
Built on spirit intent of Heart 
and ideals 
based on truth 


and tomorrow I wake with second wind 
and strong because of pride 
2 know I fought with all my heart 2 keep my 
dream alive
The Rose That Grew From Concrete
Did you hear about the rose that grew
from a crack in the concrete?
Proving nature's law is wrong it
learned to walk without having feet.
Funny it seems, but by keeping its dreams,
it learned to breathe fresh air.
Long live the rose that grew from concrete
when no one else ever cared.
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James Mercer Langston Hughes was an American poet, social activist, novelist, playwright, and columnist. He was one of the earliest innovators of the then-new literary art form called jazz poetry.
 
Wikipedia
    Born:  February 1, 
1902  Joplin
, Missouri.  Died:  New York City,
 1967
)Harlem [Dream Deferred]
What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up
like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore—
And then run?
Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over—
like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags
like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?
Night Funeral in Harlem
Night funeral
In Harlem:

Where did they get
Them two fine cars?

Insurance man, he did not pay--
His insurance lapsed the other day--
Yet they got a satin box
for his head to lay.

Night funeral
In Harlem:

Who was it sent
That wreath of flowers?

Them flowers came
from that poor boy's friends--
They'll want flowers, too,
When they meet their ends.

Night funeral 
in Harlem:

Who preached that
Black boy to his grave?

Old preacher man
Preached that boy away--
Charged Five Dollars
His girl friend had to pay.

Night funeral
In Harlem:

When it was all over
And the lid shut on his head
and the organ had done played 
and the last prayers been said 
and six pallbearers
Carried him out for dead
And off down Lenox Avenue
That long black hearse done sped,
The street light 
At his corner
Shined just like a tear--
That boy that they was mournin'
Was so dear, so dear
To them folks that brought the flowers,
To that girl who paid the preacher man--
It was all their tears that made
That poor boy's
Funeral grand.


By Langston Hughes




The poems of Tupac and Hughes can be said to link thematically. Hughes writings was said to address ideas “racial in theme and treatment, derived from the life I know.”  Each poet also writes from a particular sense of place which includes setting.  Each poet uses literary devices including synonym, antonyms, simile, metaphor and personification to send a deeper message about their poetry which also helps the reader uncover the essential meaning of the poem. 
1. Find and circle as many literary devices as you can in each of the poems by Tupac and Hughes. 
2. Which of these literary devices are linked.  For example: is there a relationship between Hughes’ line metaphorically “Shined just like a tear” and “like a raisin in the sun?”
3. Is the Rose That Grew from the Concrete by Shakur similar to Harlem [Dream Deferred] by Hughes.  How is it similar?
4. Your assignment is to analyze poems by both Shakur and Hughes and note the similarity in the poetry (and differences) and explain how the similarities and differences, literary devices and overall meaning of the poems contribute to similar themes by the poets. 
5. Answer this question:  Explain how Shakur answers Langston Hughes’ call to black writers [through his poetry] by pointing out injustice in America and advocating for social change, as well as a change in Black self-conception, in order to bolster Black identity.  Your answer should be at least 3 paragraphs long. 



