Grading Rubric:  Russian Literature   50 points.  Due 4/28  4/29
	Content                      25
	Organization               10
	Use of Evidence          10
	Proofreading             5

	Essay fulfills the requirements of the assignment (addresses the prompt completely.)

Essay demonstrates a thorough understanding of the history of the topic and a serious effort to explore its significance.

Essay presents information that is accurate and clearly stated.

Essay meets the required page number/word count.

Essay uses evidence from the text.
	Essay is organized so the reader can follow the writer’s train of thought: 
· Introduction explains the purpose of the essay (thesis).
· Paragraphs are organized around one idea that develops or advances the thesis. 
· Conclusion explains the significance (the “so what?” factor) of the ideas discussed in the essay. What has the reader learned from this essay?

	Essay contains evidence (quotations, examples and details) from the associated readings, class lectures and discussions to back up the writer’s statements and opinions.



	An effort has been made to write in complete, grammatically correct sentences and use correct spelling.


	B (16-17)
	B (8)
	B (8)
	B (8) < 3 mistakes

	C (14-15)
	C (7)
	C (7)
	C (7)  4-10 mistakes

	D (12-13)
	D (6)
	D (6)
	D (6) > 10 mistakes


Prompts
· What make these short stories “Russian”?
· What evidence do you have that make them Russian?
· How does the narrator in Dovecote help us to understand historical events on a personal level?
Your essay must be at least 3-paragraphs long.  Approximately 500 words. 

Use evidence from the texts (The Story of My Dovecote and Dulgashov’s Death) to prove your thesis. 
The Story of my Dovecote is a strong example of Russian literature because…  What makes this story ‘Russian’ is the historical event depicted in the story.  Dramatic historical events told through the eyes of a young boy have a more visceral impact because the mood and the tone seem to be more real and personal.  Rather than just describing the event, telling about it in a short story form allows us to relate to the story.  The imagery depicted in each story perfectly describes Russian life in the 1900’s.

Cite the story:   
Babel, Nathalie. The Complete Works of Isaac Babel. New York: Norton, 2002. Print.
