Tips on writing a college admissions essay:
Think of ways to make yourself stand out.  Colleges are receiving over 2 million applications each year.  Your essay will tell them who you are.  Instead of trying to decipher what they want, your task is to tell your story—to convey, in today's college app watchwords, a sense of your passion and commitment. Colleges are trying to understand, "Who is this person, and why would we want him or her to join this community?" says Jennifer Delahunty, dean of admissions and financial aid at Kenyon College. 
10 tips by Jonathan Reider, director of college counseling at San Francisco University High School
1. Be concise

2. Be honest.
3. Be an individual.
4. Be coherent. 
5. Be accurate.
6. Be vivid.
7. Be likable.
8. Be cautious in your use of humor
9. Be controversial (if you can).
10. Be smart.


1. Write down everything about your life that you feel has some significance.



2. What makes you an interesting individual? In other words, what makes you YOU?



The Common Application went live late on July 31st, and now is a good time to start working on your essay. The actual essay options have not changed since last year. In 250 to 500 words, students should respond to one of these prompts: 
1. Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.
2. Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.
3. Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.
4. Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on you, and explain that influence.
5. A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college community or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you.
6. Topic of your choice.

Instead of trying to decipher what they want, your task is to tell your story—to convey, in today's college app watchwords, a sense of your passion and commitment. 

Let us work from these questions to prepare a 250-500 essay on one of the topics listed above.
We will start with an outline of your essay and work on preparing a college application essay which is no longer than 500 words.  
