Research Paper for you novel.
In order to be successful with your research paper you must not only become familiar with your text you need to be a historian of the text’s life. You need to know when and how it was born, who its friends and who its enemies are, what it accomplished, who it influenced, why it was written, what it accomplished, etc.  I could go on.
You need to complete the following:
1. Select a particular field of inquiry about your novel and create a working hypothesis. 
· What are you noticing in your text?
· Is there a recurring theme or style of writing?
· What about this theme seems important to the text?
· Look at what others have said about the text.
· 
2. Gather your sources.
· Are there critical essays or books that discuss the theme you are writing about. 
· Do scholars from other fields contribute to this debate?
· Use the SFCC on-line library to gather your information and resources.
· If you need a particular book that the library does not have, you can order it through the interlibrary loan.
3. Do your research.
· Read through the sources you have collected.
· Take notes in a way that feels comfortable and thorough to you.
· Be alert for patterns in your research.  Look for patterns in resources about the work you are researching. 
4. Begin by creating an outline or a mental map of your paper.
· Make an outline or other ways of visualizing your paper.
· Spending time with the outline will make it clearer to organize your argument and make it easier for your audience to follow your argument and the more persuasive and productive your paper will be.
5. Start writing.
· Begin by writing your intro.  
· Include any difference of opinion others may have about your novel.
· Develop beautiful paragraphs. Be persuasive and show a close reading of your argument.
6. Write with feeling.
· Your introductory paragraph should be the first thing you start writing and the last thing your finish [you need to revise]. 
· Your introduction is meant to introduce what follows.  You will need to re-work it to make sure that is accurately announces what you’ve done. 
7. Give your essay a name.
· You can have a clever or a straightforward name. That’s totally up to you. 
· It should at the very least give the reader an indication what the paper is about.
· By the end of your argument, your reader should be able to glean from the title a sense of the paper’s main interests. 



















	Research Paper on Novel: 

100 Points.  Score/Grade

Due May 12th

5 pages, typed, MLA, double-spaced, properly formatted with a works cited page. 

	My paper is well developed and complete, with a clear organization for my ideas and it is appropriate for the type of writing I did.  My use of grammar and sentence structure is exemplary.




Score Point 100-90
Exemplary  20  points
Range A+ to A-
	My paper is fairly well developed but could be better. I understood the audience that I wrote this for.  There were no more than two errors in grammar or sentence structure.




Score Point 89-80
Advanced  18  Points
Range  B+ to B-
	My paper is partially developed but it is not a well-developed whole. There may be gaps or uneven parts. I tried to use language choices to help with the style or tone
There were no more than four errors in grammar or sentence structure.


Score Point 79-70
Proficient  16  Points
Range C+ to C-

	I tried to develop my ideas but the paper is not whole or complete
I tried to order my ideas for the type of writing I did but it gets off track
I made numerous errors in grammar or sentence structure.



Score Point 69-65
Adequate  14  points
Range  D+ to D

	Has a well-developed thesis regarding the novel. 
	
	
	
	

	5 Pages with complete sentences, transations between paragraphs, grammar and usage. MLA style, in-text citations and works cited page.  
	





	
	
	

	Uses 3 separate references.  2 references can be from the internet and 1 MUST be from a book or other hard copy. 
	




	
	
	

	 Paper shows a dedication and attention to detail.  In short, the paper is exemplary.  
	




	
	
	

	Created an outline or map of the research paper and followed the outline. 
	
	
	
	

	

Total Points         /100
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


· 
· Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin, 1987
· Print.          [book with one author] 
· 
· Morrison, Toni.  Beloved.  New York: Vintage, 1987
· 	Print.
· 
· The author’s name or a book with a single author's name appears in last name, first name format. The basic form for a book citation is:
· Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of Publication
· 
· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/6/

