Research Paper Rubric   English IV  Due April 10th. 
This handout will include the following sections related to the process of writing a research paper:
· Genre- This section will provide an overview for understanding the difference between an analytical and argumentative research paper. 
· Choosing a Topic- This section will guide the student through the process of choosing topics, whether the topic be one that is assigned or one that the student chooses himself. 
· Identifying an Audience- This section will help the student understand the often times confusing topic of audience by offering some basic guidelines for the process. 
· Where Do I Begin- This section concludes the handout by offering several links to resources at Purdue, and also provides an overview of the final stages of writing a research paper.
Research: What it is.
· A research paper is the culmination and final product of an involved process of research, critical thinking, source evaluation, organization, and composition. 
What it is not.
A research paper is not simply an informed summary of a topic by means of primary and secondary sources. . The goal of a research paper is not to inform the reader what others have to say about a topic, but to draw on what others have to say about a topic and engage the sources in order to thoughtfully offer a unique perspective on the issue at hand.
Two major types of research papers.
Argumentative research paper and analytical research paper
The argumentative research paper consists of an introduction in which the writer clearly introduces the topic and informs his audience exactly which stance he intends to take; this stance is often identified as the thesis statement. An important goal of the argumentative research paper is persuasion, which means the topic chosen should be debatable or controversial.

The analytical research paper often begins with the student asking a question (a.k.a. a research question) on which he has taken no stance. Such a paper is often an exercise in exploration and evaluation. For example, perhaps one is interested in the Old English poem Beowulf. He has read the poem intently and desires to offer a fresh reading of the poem to the academic community


Topic: Thinking early leads to starting early.  Your topic should be of interest to you.  Your paper must be either an argumentative or analytical research paper.  

Audience: Think about who you are writing for.  If you are writing for automotive engineers, will they know what you are talking about?  Will you be educating them on a particular topic.  Will they be interested in what you are writing about? If the audience I am writing for is not particularly interested in my topic, what should I do to pique its interest?

Drafting: Drafting is one of the last stages in the process of writing a research paper. No drafting should take place without a research question or thesis statement; otherwise, the student will find himself writing without a purpose or direction.
Revising, Editing, Proofreading: Editing is a process interested in the general appearance of a text. 
Revising is the process consisting of:
· Major, sweeping, changes to the various drafts of a project
· An evaluation of word choice throughout the project
· The removal paragraphs and sometimes, quite painfully, complete pages of text
· Rethinking the whole project and reworking it as needed
Length: 10-12 Pages.  MLA format
Works cited: Must have 5+ works cited.  Only three can be internet resources.  Primary internet resources are acceptable. (From JSTOR, etc).  We can purchase a book if you need one. 
JSTOR  on-line access of articles.  Sign up for this. 
Points:  200 points. 
Draft:  These will be checked periodically. 


