Quotes 
"Sure you can do anything when you talking or writing, it's not like living when you can only do what you doing." Chap. 1, p. 3 
"I'm gonna break through or somebody gonna break through to me - I'm gonna learn, catch up, be normal, change my seat to the front of the class." Chap. 1, p. 7 
"It's something about being a nigger ain't color." Chap. 1, p. 11 
"A lot of black people with nurse cap or big car or light skin same as me but don't know it." Chap. 1, p. 11 
"I hate crack addicts. They give the race a bad name." Chap 1, p. 14 
"The tesses paint a picture of me an' my muver — my whole family, we more than dumb, we invisible." Chap. 1, p. 30 
"I know who they say I am — vampire sucking the system's blood. Ugly black grease to be wipe away, punish, kilt, changed, finded a job for." Chap. 1, p. 31 

"An' for the first time in my life I sits down in the front row (which is good 'cause I never could see the board from the back). Chap. 2, p. 40 
"I ain' got no education even tho' I not miss a day of school." Chap. 2, p. 57 
"I don't fuck boyz but I'm pregnant." Chap. 2, p. 57 
"I HATE myself when I feel good." Chap. 2, p. 58 
"So much pain, shame - I never feel the lonliness." Chap. 2, p. 62 
"Now since I sit in the circle I realize all my life, all my life I been outside of the circle." Chap. 2, p. 62 
"First you steal my husband! Then you get me cut off Welfare!" Chap. 3, p. 74 
"Ms Rain say homos not who rape me, not homos who let me sit up not learn for sixteen years, not homos who sell crack fuck Harlem." Chap. 3, p. 81 
"They tell her, You is 1/2way between the life you had and the life you want to have." Chap. 3, p. 84 
"No matter how fly my braids is, how I grease my skin, scalp, no matter how my jew'ries, this is my mother." Chap. 3, p. 85 
"One thing I say about Farrakhan and Alice Walker they help me like being black." Chap. 3, p. 96 
"Is life like a hammer to beat me down?" Chap. 3, p. 96 
"I know I ain' the only one that got it, even though that's how it feels. But I'm probably the only 
one get it from they daddy." Chap. 4, p. 111 
"How is something a memory if you never forgit?" Chap. 4, p. 112 
"I would wish for in my fantasy a second chance. Since my first chance to Mama and Daddy." Chap. 4, p. 115 
"But you can't get all hung up on details when you trying to survive." Chap. 5, p. 124 

