Part One Discussion questions on Notes from the Underground  Name                                                                 
I
: How many self-contradictions can you find in the first paragraph? Does he really respect medicine? Explain? What does the fact that he refuses medical help out of spite tell us about his attitude toward freedom? 





: What evidence is there that he is acutely self-conscious about how he appears to others? Is he aware of having any need for human affection? Is he able to tolerate such affection?







: Is he really indifferent to his readers' reactions? How can you tell? He introduces what he calls a "stupid, useless excuse," which turns out to be one of his main theses in the rest of Part I. What does this "excuse" mean? Is he more worried about being despised or being laughed at? How can you tell?                             


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
II                                                          
: How can you illustrate already his thesis that "unhappy nineteenth century intellectuals" like himself are too "abstract and premeditated?" What does he mean by this?






: What evidence is there that he is a masochist? (Look the word up if you aren't familiar with it.)







: What does it mean to be "guilty in the first place?" Is it possible to feel guilty without being aware of any specific wrongful act that caused the guilty feelings? Look for elements in his story later that might have led him to grow up feeling guilty, or--as people say today--with low self-esteem.

