New Mexico in World War II, 1941–1945

A. Pearl Harbor and the war overseas
1. New Mexicans in the Philippines and
on the Bataan Death March

2. Navajo Code Talkers

3. Other New Mexicans in the military
a. Recruitment and the draft
b. Women in the WACs and WAVES
c. Cartoonist Bill Mauldin
d. War correspondent Ernie Pyle
B. Home front
1. Buying bonds and conservation through
Rationing

2. Labor shortages: Bracero Program

3. POW camps

4. Japanese-American internment camps

5. Growth and prosperity

C. New planes and weapons
1. Army air bases

2. Manhattan Project and the atomic bomb
a. Leadership
b. Scientists and security
c. Testing at Trinity Site
d. Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings
D. End of World War II

1. New Mexico’s contributions

2. Costs of war

E. Conclusions


