Argument Essay  50 points   Due: ____________________  Name: _______________________________

Make sure you have accomplished the following in writing a argument essay. Length: 5 paragraphs.  Typed. MLA style. Your essay MUST  be printed and submitted ON THE DAY IT IS DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS OR IT WILL BE ONE DAY LATE.  
1. Your first paragraph has a clear conclusion and sound deductive reasoning as well as providing a major premise and minor premise to your argument.  Or, you have used inductive reasoning – specific facts leading to a general conclusion. Your argument states your opinion at the beginning. List and explain the reasons for your choice. Acknowledge the other side’s arguments; then, disprove/refute those arguments. Cite evidence if necessary.
2. The elements of the Rhetorical Triangle are balanced and evident in your thesis statement:  Ethos – Pathos - Logos.  Use passionate language, not, “I believe” or “I think.”  Provide reasons to support your claim. 
3. A clear rebuttal to your argument has been presented and counter-argued . List and explain the reasons for your choice. Acknowledge the other side’s arguments; then, disprove/refute those arguments
4. All paragraphs have clear transition sentences between them. There is logic to your argument. 
5. A logical conclusion that is relevant and that does not simply restate the thesis, but readdresses it in light of the evidence provided. 


			A excellent/10		B good/8		C fair/7		D poor/6

-First Paragraph has the
Argument clearly stated        --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------			
-Elements of Rhetorical
Triangle are balanced and
Logically presented                --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------		
-Few grammatical mistakes,
Strong sentences (compound
And complex sentences, etc)   --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------		
 Strong transition sentences
 Between paragraphs               ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Body paragraphs move from
General to specific information
AND there is at least one source
Cited                                           --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
							 
						


Strengths of the essay:



Weaknesses of the essay:

Comments:
1. Attach this rubric to your essay and turn this in with your name on it. 
2. Attach your diagram/outline – This is what we are working on in class. (use the back of this page for the outline. 

