Absurdism:  Philosophy based on the  belief that man exists in an irrational and meaningless universe and in which man's life has not meaning outside his own existence. 

Discuss the following:
First-person narrator.  The protagonist is the narrator in this story. 
Describe Meursault's narration:  Does he state how he feels when he is doing what he is doing.  How does he react emotionally to people? Describe how he feels when he reacts to people.



Does he sound like a philosopher?



What is his philosophy?



Is he an 'everyman'?  Explain.



Does the author use figurative language?  If so, explain where he uses it.





Camus says of his character:
…the hero of my book is condemned because he does not play the game.  In this respect he is foreign to the society in which he lives; he wanders on the fringe, in the suburbs of private, solitary, sensual life. He refuses to lie.  He says what he is.  He refuses to hide his feelings, and immediately society feels threatened. 






Meursault says of his character:
“Looking back on it [my life], I wasn't unhappy.  When I was a student, I had lots of ambitions… But when I had to give up my studies I learned very quickly that none of it really mattered.”   Where in the story is it clear that Meursault has these feelings?





How do the author and the protagonist relate to each other with regards to their analysis of character?
